Santa Monica Band Parent Association

Band Parent Meeting

September 22, 2008

1) Meeting called to order at 7:05 by Co-President Helen Weary

2) Passports collected for London Trip

3) A motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve last month’s minutes.  These minutes are on the website and can serve as informative reference guide for events throughout the year.

4) Music Director’s Update - Terry Sakow and Kathleen Janert

Band is fine tuning Eleanor Rigby (its first piece).  Concert band doing well.  Students are being held accountable for neat lockers and testing on music.  Students celebrating Yom Kippur are excused from that night’s practice.

5) Band Roster - Sharon Dobeck

Photo directory will hopefully be finished, printed, and sent out soon

6) Fundraising Update - Ellen Rennell

City Council granted $25K (thanks to 21 students and 5 parents who participated), and a CD and parade invitation was sent to the Council members.  Other fundraising for trip includes about $1000 from Direct Donation, $1500 from See’s candy, $3500 from Kiwanas, and $300 from Earth Wind and Flour.  Trip is still $400 more per student than projected so we need every little bit and especially direct donations.  $3800 was also raised from gift wrap and this goes into general SMBPA fund (not the London trip).  More committee members are needed for fundraising!  Contact information and direct donation letters are available on the website.

7) Football uniforms and Black Gowns – Keiko Kuyama

Uniforms were sent home last Friday so pick up ASAP if they did not get home yet.  Dinkles have also been delivered (people who didn’t pay for them need to pay first before picking them up).  Dinkles should have name written on inside of both shoes in Sharpie and should be worn around the house to break them in before the first competition.  No hats worn for football games this year.  Contact Keiko if you have any questions about uniform alterations.  If you have tailor hem the pants then make sure they understand not to cut the fabric!  Uniforms should be stored in open garment bag between events to help them air out.

8) Volunteers – Jennifer Hammer

Thank you for volunteering at pot luck!

Mike Nagata needs team of about 6 parents to watch over water and the health of kids at games/competitions, prefer them to be consistent; contact Jennifer.

9) Football Games Overview – Mike Smith

Need parent help in stands passing out water and blocking off the stairs during games.  There are 10-15 kids on the pack team so ask your child if he/she is one of them (involves packing and unpacking the instruments and equipment on the trucks before and after game, they won’t come home after school on days of football games because of this).  Games at SMC on 16th and Pico.  Some sectionals will need to show up at 5:00 and the rest at 5:30 on game days.  Students should come in full uniform.  Parents will need to buy tickets to get in but not the musicians.  Games start at 7:00 and go to about 9:00.  The band plays in the parking garage in case of rain.

10) Treasurer’s Report – Syd Bennion

Voting members are the parents of current band members, and the band will only spend money in a category of the budget if it is approved by the voting members.  Proposed $140K budget was passed out, explained, and unanimously approved.

11) London Trip Update – Christina Miller and Mike Smith

Trip packets are due to Mike Smith by Wednesday, October 1st!  Two and a half million people on parade route.  Grandstand tickets are $30 apiece and available through Mike Smith until November 1st at which time remainders are made available to the public.  The parade is televised throughout Europe.  They leave early Saturday December 27th so will need to plan on being at Samohi around 10:00 as customs will take a few hours to check everything.  The band will probably go over on two separate flights and will be able to confirm specific information in mid-November.  Trip is actually $2900 per person and band is trying to supplement the extra cost with fundraising so people aren’t being asked yet for difference.  The band is paying for lunch on 1/1/09 , subways, and the Tower of London.  Parents have option of paying Mike Smith ahead of time for money to convert to English pounds (recommend $250, options given in packet for how/when this is distributed to students, options also given for when the checks should be cashed – now or just before trip).  Important for students to deal with this ahead of time rather than depend on being able to go to bank and convert money once they get there.  132 band members and 14 chaperones are going.  Students will be in chaperoned groups on planes and the entire time they are in London, and there will also be 2 meetings in December when kids and chaperones get to know each other.  Maximum luggage size is 50 pounds and 62 inch girth.

Next meeting is October 2nd.  Focus will be on competitions, led by Susie Gunter.

